Chickees
Chickees (also known as chickee huts, stilt houses or platform dwellings) are Native American homes used primarily in Florida by tribes like the Seminole Indians. 
Chickee houses consisted of thick posts supporting a thatched roof and a flat wooden platform raised several feet off the ground. 
They did not have any walls. During rainstorms, Florida Indians would lash tarps made of hide or cloth to the chickee frame to keep themselves dry, but most of the time, the sides of the structure were left open. 
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Chickees are good homes for people living in a hot, swampy climate. 
The long posts keep the house from sinking into marshy earth, and raising the floor of the hut off the ground keeps swamp animals like snakes out of the house. 
Walls or permanent house coverings are not necessary in a tropical climate where it never gets cold.
