
History of Computers  LearnEnglish Kids

Who built the first computer?
What was it like?
Try to match these names     Put the correct dates on the line.
 with the correct machine! See www.maxmon.com/history.htm

or www.computerhistory.org to help you

This machine was built
by Dr Flowers and was
used to decipher the
German ‘Enigma’ code
during the Second
World War.

This person designed a
machine called the
‘analytical engine’ ,
technically the first
computer although it
was never actually built.

This company
produced the first
commerical
microprocessor
called the 8080 and
was the forerunner
of the Pentium.

In 1945 America
developed this huge
room-sized computer,
the first general-
purpose computer.

The person who
changed the course of
the history of
computers by starting
the company
‘Microsoft’.

1830 Charles Babbage’s
Analytical Engine

1878 ………………………….

1900 John Ambrose Fleming
Invents vacuum tube

1937 Stibitz’s complex number
calculator

1940 First example of remote
computing

1943 ENIAC built in USA

1945 ………………………….

1948-51First commercial
 computer - UNIVAC

1958 ………………………….

1963 MIT’s LINC computer

1971 First microprocessor
The 4004

1975 Bill Gates/Paul Allen
began Microsoft

1976 APPLE Microcomputer
came out

1981 …………………………

1984 Apple Macintosh
introduced

1990 Microsoft Word released 
with Windows 3

1990’s Virtual Reality systems
developed

1993 ……………………….

1990’s World Wide Web started 
a computer boom

          Now add these events to the timeline!
First IBM PC First computer bug

Intel Pentium processor introduced

First shift key typewriter First integrated circuit
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