THE GIVER by Lois Lowry

       
NAME _______________________
Date _____________
SYMBOL - An object (concrete noun) that represents an idea or concept (abstract noun).  For example, the American Flag stands for democracy.)

Note the difference between symbol and the following literary terms:

MOTIF - 
A recurring literary convention or an element that is repeated within a literary work. (A motif in The Giver is a perfect society.  Ideas of what would make a society flawless continue to show up in the story.)

ANALOGY - 
A comparison of two things essentially alike.  (Drawing parallels between a rake and a comb.)

SIMILE - 

A comparison using “like” or “as”.  (He is as fast as a runaway train.  Her temper is like fire

 consuming an old, wooden building.)

METAPHOR - 
An implied comparison of two things which are dissimilar.  (Usually one thing is spoken as 



something else.  “death, that long sleep” or “He weaseled his way to the front of the line.”)

DIRECTIONS:    Think about the chapters that you have read and fill out the chart.

	Who?
	What?
	Where?  When?
	How? Why?

	SYMBOL

  1) Apple

  2) Headdress/Boys

 Hair Ribbons/Girls

  3) ______________

  4) ______________


	The apple is a symbol for “shame”.
	This symbol first appears in Chapter 3.  Clues to this meaning are apparent on page 23.  Jonas is anonymously reprimanded for “hoarding” the apple.
	The explanation for this goes all the way back to the story of Adam and Eve.  The author only gives her readers a hint of the biblical allusion.  In the Genesis story, Adam and Eve supposedly ate an apple from the tree of infinite wisdom.  This displeased God, so He took away their paradise (their perfect world).  For the first time, Adam and Eve realized that they were naked in the Garden of Eden and felt ashamed.


HOMEWORK:  Finish the chart.  Use the back of the sheet if necessary.  Next, create a symbol for yourself, your life, or your motto.  Explain it in a well-written composition.  Please make note that you will be graded on originality/creativity, effort (shown through your writing and artwork), and quality of writing.  Worth 35 points.  Project will be due in 5 days on ____________________.
        GRADING SCALE:
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SYMBOL CHECKLIST

NAME _____________________________________ GRADE__________

PART I – SYMBOL

Illinois Standard:  2. A. 3 - Analyze and evaluate the effective use of literary techniques in classic and contemporary literature.

	Criteria
	Unsubstantiated
	Evidenced

	Student has demonstrated original thought.  Symbol is not overused. (CREATIVITY)
	
	

	Student demonstrates ability to apply key concepts to new situations.  (TRANSFER)
	
	

	Student has shown effort through neatness of presentation/artwork. (APPEAL)
	
	

	Student’s summary statement shows insight and honest self-assessment. (REFLECTION)
	
	

	Student has included an explanation of symbol.  (WRITING)
	
	


TEACHER COMMENTS:


No. of Checks


5
10 points






under “Evidenced”:

4
 8 points

3
 6 points

2
 4 points











1
 2 points

PART II - COMPOSITION

Illinois Standard:  3. B. 3a – Produce documents that convey a clear understanding and interpretation of ideas and information and display focus, organization, elaboration and coherence.

STUDENT’S EVALUATION OF WRITING EXPERIENCE:  (In the space below, tell me about your experience when you were “authoring” your literary creation.)

TYPE OF WRITING:______________________
AUDIENCE:__________________

	Writing

Standard
	1

Writing of Poor, Unacceptable Quality
	2

Writing of Marginal, Unskillful Quality
	3

Writing of Acceptable Quality
	4

Writing of Good, Commendable Quality
	5

Writing of Clearly Superior Quality
	Points

Earned

	Subject


	The subject is either too large or insubstantial, or not properly limited.
	Unsuitable or not properly limited. 
	Adequate, properly limited.
	Suitable subject, properly limited.
	Intelligently chosen, of solid substance, properly limited, and developed with originality and imagination.
	

	Organization


	Incompetent, faulty, or illogical.  Lacks a perceivable central idea, or the central idea is inadequately or superficially developed; any details are insufficient in substance or not specific.
	Faulty though still perceivable; the central idea is vaguely set forth or inadequately developed by insufficient details, or by details that are not specific enough.
	Fairly well organized, with a perceivable central idea that is logically subdivided and adequately developed by specific details. 
	Clear-cut organization – a clearly delineated central idea which is logically subdivided, and developed by pertinent specific detail.
	Clear-cut organization - a clearly delineated central idea which is logically and skillfully subdivided, and developed by cogent, specific details.
	

	Effectiveness


	Fails to get across its main ideas or does so ineffectively.
	Does not convey its main or subordinate ideas very effectively.
	Despite a minor fault of organization or an occasional irrelevancy, the paper manages to convey its central idea and subordinate ideas with competence.
	The writing is an effective whole with little irrelevant material. 
	Highly effective whole, free of irrelevant matter, and contains skillful transitions.
	

	Sentences


	Most sentences are not clearly, correctly, and logically constructed.
	Structure suffers from obscurities or from illogical, incorrect, immature, or unidiomatic constructions (wording is informal).
	Sentences on the whole are correctly and logically constructed.  Phrasing and diction are fairly exact and accurate, though with occasional lapses.
	At least logical and clear, even if they are not always smooth and nicely constructed.  The phrasing and diction are reasonably exact and idiomatic.
	Clear and logical, and reasonably mature and varied in structure.  Phrasing and diction is exact and idiomatic. (Meaning it is formal and avoids “slang”.)
	

	Conventions and Manuscript


	Frequent errors in grammar, spelling, or punctuation, perhaps including even solecisms, or one or more sentence fragments, or comma splices.  Manuscript is disorderly.
	Marred by errors of grammar, punctuation, or spelling.  Manuscript lacks neatness, order, and care in proofreading.
	Writing is relatively free of grammatical faults, although it contains some errors of punctuation, spelling, and other mechanics.  Manuscript is reasonably neat and orderly.


	Relatively free of errors of grammar, punctuation, and spelling and the manuscript is neat and in proper order.
	Paper is all but perfect in grammar, punctuation, and spelling.
	











I
  II

TEACHER COMMENTS:


TOTAL GRADE: _____ + _____ = _____
